
 
SDAI Project Space at Horton Plaza - EXHIBITIONS 
 
September 9, 6pm, opening reception 
Standard Fantastic Studios: For the Love of God Watch These Movies 
 
SDAI is pleased to present STANDARD FANTASTIC STUDIOS: FOR THE LOVE OF GOD 
WATCH THESE MOVIES, a project by Omar Lopex for the SDAI Project Space in Horton 
Plaza (141 Horton Plaza next to Victoria’s Secret). During the month of September, the 
space will be transformed into a video viewing area where audiences can watch films 
entirely show in analog film formats—Super 8, Hi8, 35mm—made by STANDARD 
FANTASTIC STUDIOS during an artist residency at San Diego Art Institute in 2016, as 
well as an additional curated selection of classic films. The work will be on view 
through October 2, 2016. Gallery hours are Saturdays and Sundays 12pm-5pm and by 
appointment. 
 
Instead of the traditional format of running videos on loops, the SDAI Project Space 
in Horton Plaza will have films available on VHS tapes located on shelves throughout 
the space. Visitors will curate their own experience, playing whatever tape they 
choose while watching it on a sofa, a throwback to the artist’s childhood. All of the 
film projects created during the SFS residency, as well as the curated selection, have 
personal significance for Omar Lopex. The videos on view will be a collage of themes 
and work relating to ‘Ana’—the protagonist in a feature length operatic film currently 
in production by STANDARD FANASTIC STUDIOS. ANA, WHO THEY PULLED OUT OF THE 
RIVER film features an all-female cast shot entirely in Tijuana on 16mm B/W film, 
featuring collaborations with Hugo Crosthwaite and other Tijuana-based artists. 
 
Solo projects by STANDARD FANASTIC STUDIOS include short films about: 
• Pokemon Go / Romantic poetry 
• Puerto Rican psychic Walter Mercado 
• Ginger Shulick Porcella’s collection of hate mail 
• Recreations of commercials from the artist’s childhood with his own sons as the 
actors 
 
The work on display also features collaborations with Michael Trigilio (a sci-fi 
journey combining multiple analog formats and in-camera effects), Matthew Hebert 
(a silent film about the US/Mexico border wall show in Super 8), Hugo Crosthwaite 
(paintings and images for ‘Ana’), Ana Andrade (scenes from Tijuana shot in Hi8), Don 
Porcella (2 different artists shooting 2 versions of the same film), and Paolo Zuniga 
(time lapse and color experiments in Super 8). 
 
Other work created as part of the residency on view at the SDAI Project Space 
includes: 
• Video workshops with the Blind Community Center of San Diego 
• Screenings short films By or About Women, featuring work by Alida Cervantes, 
Diane Best, Ana Andrade, Lana Z Caplan, Lyndsay Bloom, and Omar Lopex 



• Filmmaking Summer Camp where kids shot one short film a day using Hi8 
cameras and in-camera editing 
 
October 7, 6pm, opening reception 
Daniel Barron Corrales: Appropriated Touch 
 
SDAI is pleased to present “Appropriated Touch”, a solo project by San Diego-based 
artist Daniel Barron Corrales, opening October 7, 2016 at SDAI Project Space in Horton 
Plaza. The exhibition will run until Sunday, November 6, 2016. Gallery hours are 
Saturdays and Sundays 12pm-5pm and by appointment. 
 
For this exhibition Daniel Barron Corrales has created a body of work that explores 
color, textures, and interaction through a series of textile environments and 
sculptures. Corrales uses textile as his media of choice because of its amorphous 
nature and ability to be reset. The final work is only achieved after physical 
interaction between artwork and audiences. 
“Appropriated Touch” is constructed entirely using byproducts of the fashion and 
textile design industries. He has selected these materials as an appropriation of 
their ready-made color and texture. Ultimately the work explores the infinite 
collaborate potential through the hands of others. 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST 
Daniel Barron Corrales is a San Diego-based artist. He spent his youth working at his 
mother’s stall at a local flea market selling textiles. The memories and experiences 
he has from growing up among this colorfully vibrant and textually diverse 
environment has left a lasting impression that is expressed directly through his 
work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
November 4, 6pm, opening reception 
Scott Nielsen, A Light in Darkness 
 
The San Diego Art Institute (SDAI) is pleased to present “A Light in Darkness 
(Variations on a Theme)”, a solo project by Scott Nielsen at SDAI Project Space in 
Horton Plaza. The opening reception will take place at the SDAI Project Space, 141 
Horton Plaza, on Friday, November 4 from 6pm-8pm. The exhibition will run until 
Sunday, November 27, 2016.  Gallery hours are Saturdays and Sundays, 12pm-5pm 
and by appointment. 
 
“A Light In Darkness” seeks to explore the ways we navigate turmoil in our lives. 
Through sound, image, sound sculpture, and site-specific installations, “A Light In 
Darkness” presents impressions of how we find harmony amidst discord, security in 
chaos, and hope to endure loss. Various rooms are utilized to create immersive 
environments, which, together, examine our facility to navigate psychic or 
metaphysical traumas, fears, and anguish.  
 
“A Light in Darkness” will utilize several rooms in the SDAI Project Space at Horton 
Plaza. The largest of these installations will be a navigable listening space where 
guests will be challenged to use their hearing in order to see the work. Moving 
around the space one will experience many things: noise, chaos, tension, harmony, 
and clarity. Consisting of a perimeter of projected imagery and a multichannel 
soundscape designed to acoustically interact with a harmonious sound sculpture in 
the room’s center, the large installation is an audio and visual representation of the 
world we inhabit. Other installations will use smaller spaces to create environments 
for one person at a time to engage in more introspective explorations. The smaller 
installations are made up of a prepared space, a chair, a visual or focal point, and 
audio content over headphones. Each of these small spaces explores a different 
variation on the theme.  
 
About Scott Nielsen: 
Scott Nielsen is a sound designer, sound artist, musician, composer, performer, 

instrument builder, and audio engineer from San Diego, California. Scott has taught 

courses in Audio Production/Recording Arts, Computer Music, Sound Design, and 

Sound Synthesis at Miramar College, DePaul University and the Illinois Institute of 

Art. His Sound Designs for theatre have been heard at the Yale Repertory Theatre 

(New Haven, CT), The Victory Theatre (Chicago, IL), The Merle Reskin Theatre (Chicago, 

IL), the North Park Theatre (San Diego, CA), as well as in various storefronts, 

warehouses and other non-traditional spaces around the country. Scott’s sound 

installations and experimental performances have been experienced at the Yale Art 



Gallery (New Haven, CT), Five Funerals at The Charnel House (Chicago, IL), Space 4 Art 

(San Diego, CA), The Carlsbad Music Festival (Carlsbad, CA), and the San Diego 

Experimental Guitar Show (Stay Strange SDXG) among many others. Scott performs 

regularly with his handmade Harmonics Guitar and other instruments, in addition to 

being a founding member of the experimental Audio/Visual ensemble Die 

Mißbildungen Des Menschen.  

 
UPCOMING SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
Melissa Beck, December 2016 
Cat Chiu Phillips, January 2017 
Nick Mansfield, February 2017 
 
 
SDAI Project Space at Horton Plaza – ONGOING WORKSHOPS 
 
Ongoing: Gearheads Workshops, 7pm, FREE  
The Gearheads series invites local musicians, videographers, and programmers to 
demonstrate their customized equipment. Each artist will discuss the different 
technology and hardware they implement, complete with How-To’s and Why-To’s. 
Special attention will be given to Open-Source software and DIY gear, so that 
tinkerers can implement ideas affordably. Aspiring artists can learn about new tools, 
or rethink how to use tolls they may already be familiar with. Each discussion will 
include a performance by the artist.  
 
November 3 – Tim Kaiser 
December 8 – Suzanne Thorpe 
 
 
 
Ongoing: Saturday Workshop Series with Cat Chiu Phillips – FREE 
San Diego-based artist Cat Chiu Phillips used a variety of sewing and weaving 
techniques, including the use of plarn (yarn made from discarded plastic bags) to 
crochet large, abstract patterns to draw attention to the pollution created by plastic. 
Join Cat in this series of free, hands-on artmaking workshops, culminating in a 
community exhibition and installation at Westfield Horton Plaza. 
 

I.  Fundamentals of Sewing Machine with Retro Objects 
--Cassette Tape Wallets: July 9 and November 12 (10-12 pm) 
Learn the basics of how to use a sewing machine then upcycle a cassette tape for 
daily use.  Transform an old cassette tape to a wallet, coin purse, or business card 
holder. 
  
-VHS Tapes Clutch:  August 13 and October 8 (10-12 pm) 



Introduction to basic sewing machine usage then transform a VHS tape to a clutch 
handbag.  
  

II.  Basic Crochet Techniques with Plastic Waste 
-Plarn Wide Cuff Bracelets:  July 16 and September 10 (10-1 pm) 
Learn basic crochet techniques and use recycled plastic bags to create wearable 
accessories. 
  
-Plarn Wreaths: December 10 
Use plastic bag discards to create an easy-to-make holiday wreath. 
 
 
 
 


