
BC to BC
Welcome to “BC to BC: Some Clay Artists from Baja California to British Columbia”. As you make your way down to the landing, you’ll 
find Allison Schulnik’s, “Dancers in a Unicorn Suit”, hanging out on top of our bar. Allison was born and raised in San Diego, but now 
lives and works in Los Angeles. To your left you’ll hear the trickling of a fountain by Michael Parker, another L.A. based artist. That’s 
where we’ll leave you. Enjoy the show! -N. American Souvenirs

Please return this print out to the gallery attendant as you exit. If you would like to take home a keepsake from “BC to BC”, we 
have letterpressed a limited-edition catalogue available for purchase in the gift shop. The artists’ work at the bar is also for sale. 
Please see the gift shop attendant upstairs if you would like to make a purchase or get a closer look at one of the works on display. 



Ben Jackel 
Los Angeles, CA, USA
Wall Pipe
Stoneware, beeswax, hardware

Ben Jackel is trying to slow you down with his rich, dark, stoneware 
sculptures. He often exaggerates the scale of his artwork when the 
subject matter is an inadvertent acknowledgment of someone’s own 
frailty, as in the case of “Wall pipe”. Ben polishes his sculptures with a 
finishing coat of beeswax to tightly seal-in his metaphors. 

Alwyn O’Brien
Salt Spring Island, BC, CAN

Some things between here and there 
Clay


Though well known for sculpting intricate webs of diaphanous patterns 
when building her containers, Alwyn O’Brien also creates large scale 
wall drawings from extremely thin, hand-rolled coils of clay. By 
unfurling her designs onto a flat surface, Alwyn is able to stretch the 
viewers ability to see an entire design without needing to 
circumnavigate a vessel. Look for plant life indigenous to British 
Columbia and Baja California mixed in to her other designs in “Some 
things between here and there”. 

Dirk Staschke
Portland, OR, USA
Handmade 3D Print
Ceramic

Conventional Memento Mories are a 16th Century Dutch 
painting tradition that reminded the upper class of their imminent 
death and the fragility of life, but Dirk Staschke thinks of his 
modern day sculptural versions as reflections about over 
consumption and globalization. So much so that the lemon in 
Dirk’s “Handmade 3D Print” sits rotting on a golden platter.

Jessica Jackson Hutchins
Portland, OR, USA
Three Graces
Paint on sofa, glazed ceramics, fabric

In Jessica Jackson Hutchins’ punk rock take of Antonio Canova’s 
(1757-1822) Three Graces, furniture collides with ceramics and 
other found objects to create a provocative and comically 
unsettling combination. Jessica’s brushstrokes jump from the 
amorphous figures, staining the couch they appear to be seated 
on.

Kristen Morgin
Gardena, CA, USA
The Bradys
Clay, paint, ink,graphite, marker

While you shouldn’t be touching anything in here, please don’t 
even think about touching Kristen Morgin’s deftly painted, album 
covers reminiscing about the television series, The Brady Bunch! 
In this incredibly delicate work, Kristen has sculpted and painted 
9 quarter-inch thin slices of unfired clay to give the appearance 
that even the stickers are peeling off the covers. The 
arrangement of records mirrors the famous title sequence, with 
each album representing a member of the iconic T.V. family.



 

Michael Parker
Los Angeles, CA, USA
Artists’ Loft Museum Los Angeles (ALMLA) presents
The ALMLA’s Bathroom: Endless Column (3) 
and Personal Pool (7)
Stoneware, powder coated steel, copper connectors, 
turnbuckles, pump, tubing, water
Artists’ Loft Museum Los Angeles (ALMLA) presents
The ALMLA’s Bathroom: Melon 4-Stack (2) 
Porcelain, electrical wiring, bulbs

Michael Parker’s, “Endless Column” is a nod to Constantin 
Brancusi’s (1876-1957) monumental work of the same name. 
Both are similarly threaded onto steal armatures and displayed 
with two other artworks. Michael integrates his second artwork, 
“Personal Pool” to create the base of the column, while his third 
artwork, “Melon 4-Stack” floats above you. It’s made from cast 
watermelons, intentionally melted into each other during the 
firing process. The insides have been scraped so thin that light 
emanates through the clay.

Nereida Fonseca
Tijuana, BC, MEX
Anthozoa
Glazed ceramic, mirrors, sand

With “Anthozoa”, Nereida Fonseca simulates a reef full of a 
community of fictitious organisms, reimagining coral skeletons and 
other marine specimens that form small colonies. The creatures are 
made from clay she mines nearby the Tijuana River’s Abelardo L. 
Rodriquez Dam. Nereida’s sculpted the sand with only a brush and 
her fingertips to create the seafloor anchoring her underwater 
creations.

John De Fazio
San Francisco, CA, USA
The Pink Goddess Urn
Glazed ceramic
Father & Mother Skull Urns
Glazed ceramic

John De Fazio has a massive collection of vintage molds that 
were used to produce kitschy memorabilia and toy figurines. He 
makes his own twisted versions of these highly recognizable 
images by grafting them together to build outrageous 
sculptures. He creates his own unique forms too and is 
extremely fond of embellishing bongs, urns, tombstones, and 
toilets with his clever wit. While John’s subject matter might be 
humorous, the finished surfaces are highly refined and the 
forms linked to centuries-old traditions. “Father & Mother Skull 
Urns” are each made to fit the cremated remains of these 
parental figures.



Jeff Nebeker
Sacramento, CA, USA
Wedding Cake
Ceramic, lowfire glaze, and silicone adhesive
Groom’s Cake
Ceramic, lowfire glaze, and silicone adhesive

Jeff Nebeker worked at Nothing Bundt Cakes bakery for 30 
years. He also trained as an artist under the tutelage of 
legendary funk art pioneer, Robert Arneson at University of 
California in Davis. We can get down with the confections this 
cool cat churns out of his culinary institute of funk. Go ahead 
and indulge; a slice of Jeff’s fresh from the oven funk art only 
costs $25 bucks over at the bar.

Judy Chartrand
Vancouver, BC, CAN
Hip Hop Mimbres
Glazed ceramic

Judy Chartrand turns her dreams into reality. Her head though is full of 
vastly different experiences than most, having grown up an 
Indigenous youth on skid row in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside. She 
doesn’t think of her artwork to be socio-political though. Her sculptures 
are just fun-house mirrored reflections of what she sees and endures 
in her day-to-day life. Judy will reference just about whatever she 
wants. In the case of these works, she has made her own version of 
Mimbres (a prehistoric pottery tradition made by Native Americans in 
New Mexico). She has sampled and referenced hip hop music, 
melding these very different genres in comical and playful ways.

Ashley Kim
San Diego, CA, USA
Lined Vase
Ceramic
Vase with Red and Yellow Checkerboard
Ceramic
Dotted Vase
Ceramic

Ashley Kim’s line of standard ware is full of forms with multiple 
functions. She intentionally leaves room for interpretation so her 
customers can define their own uses: cradles and covers to contain 
and conceal whatever they can imagine. Ashley’s extensive repertoire 
of decorative techniques includes scratching, drawing, and carving, 
but we’re particularly attached to her ability to asymmetrically balance 
her artwork harmoniously.



Nancy Selvin
Berkeley, CA, USA

Large Pot with Spaghetti Lines; Large White Pot;  
Large Pot with Pink Handles and Rim 
Clay, underglaze


Nancy Selvin intentionally leaves cracks and seams in her sculptures 
as she builds them with clay. These beauty marks give the viewer 
insights about the historical processes used to construct pottery, while 
simultaneously demonstrating her deft technical skills as a sculptor. 
Nancy then paints mainly with underglazes to produce her trademark 
finish, making the attractive planned imperfections look more like 
tears and folds in delicate handmade paper. 

Maria Magdalena Suarez Frimkess & Michael Frimkess
Venice, CA, USA
A Woman Sunbathing; Flowers; Carlos Gabriel; El Gato; 
Condorito; Little Orphan Annie
Stoneware and glaze

Maria Magdalena Suarez Frimkess
Venice, CA, USA
Venice; Berries; Flowers
Stoneware and glaze

Michael Frimkess and Maria Magdalena Suarez Frimkess have 
collaborated extensively over the years. He typically throws the 
pieces, while she is responsible for the majority of the glazing. 
They both though have a penchant for cartoon imagery. 
Magdalena’s famous friezes started with cartoons of Aztecs, but 
she also tackles themes of North and South American 
iconography, her family history, and urban surroundings with her 
sculpted figurines, jagged-edged plates, and unique hand built 
forms.

Juan Villavicencio
Ensenada, BC, MEX
Untitled (4); Mineral II; Untitled (5); Mineral VI; Lapislazuli; Mineral 
III; River Stones; Mineral IV
Ceramic

As of late Juan Villavicencio’s adopted the role of a modern day 
alchemist. However, instead of transmuting lackluster metals into gold, 
Juan turns clay dirt into all sorts of sedimentary, metamorphic and 
igneous rocks. What takes millions of years to create, Juan can churn 
out in a few months.

Joanne Hayakawa
San Diego, CA, USA

Marauder 
Porcelain, underglaze, bird seed, mixed media

Camouflage 
Porcelain, underglaze, sand

Nesting 
Porcelain, underglaze


Extremely fond of aphorisms, Joanne Hayakawa’s been 
sculpting ravens to cut to the chase. They are harbingers of 
change she uses to symbolize her concerns about the 
environment and humanity in general. A raven’s lightweight 
skeleton is also in stark contrast to its aggressive behavior, 
allowing her to address this strange nature of duality. This 
tension and inherent duality of the natural world is a long 
running theme in Joanne’s artwork.



 

Clayton Bailey
Crockett, CA, USA
Blob Creature
Low-fire ceramic, china paint, hair, wood, felt
Weird Science Tile; Laboratory Tiles
Low-fire ceramic, china paint

The Blob Creature is just one of the many exhibits housed in the 
Bailey Art Museum in Crockett, California, The museum is part 
mad scientist laboratory and part cryptozoologist morgue and 
almost everything is ceramic. In this work, Clayton bestowed life 
on scrap clay by soaking it in a bucket of water so it became 
thixotropic, allowing it to stretch and flow like taffy. He then 
dumped this “bucket of mud” onto a large piece of cloth, moving 
his hands only underneath to shape the Blob’s wrinkled skin, 
viscera and internal organs.

David Furman
Venice, CA, USA
Red Walnut Bowl; The Double Whammy
Ceramic, underglaze, glaze, luster

David Furman meticulously replicates objects from everyday life that 
could trick the eye of even the most observant passerby. His life 
experiences though are at the core of his subject matter which he 
uses to explore deeply personal themes. With his comically 
suggestive vegetable teapots, David’s found a campy way to 
reference prostate cancer and its potential sexual side effects.

Allison Schulnik
Sky Valley, CA, USA
Writhing Boochie
Glazed ceramic, propoxy, enamel with acrylic painted wood pedestal
White Unicorn Head
Glazed ceramic, epoxy, house paint
Eager
Traditional claymation and stop-motion animation, 8 min 30 sec

Allison Schulnik’s stop-motion short films are full of characters whose 
wire aluminum skeletons are covered in fantastical oil-based clay 
creations. When she transitions from the screen to 3-dimensions, 
Allison’s hand is noticeably evident in wildly imaginative paintings and 
sculptures which seemingly capture the fluidity and unbridled creativity 
of her video work.

Joanna Bloom
Portland, OR, USA
Altered Landscape 1
Glazed ceramic

Joanna Bloom’s sculptures look like they’ve been foraged from the 
forest floor or chipped off the side of a desert’s sun-baked boulder. At 
other times it’s as if she’s grafted together organic material from both 
environments to create a fantastic new organism. She builds these 
plant-like malformations out of her studio, Ash Street Projects, an art 
gallery where she hosts workshops, lectures and invites other artists 
to share their more experimental work with the public.



Joan Takayama-Ogawa
Pasadena, CA, USA
Maldive Coral Reef; American Samoa Coral Reef; 
Illuminated Sculpture; Chandelier Coral; 
Kokeshi 1; Kokeshi 2
Glazed ceramic

Joan Takayama Ogawa makes elaborately embellished, 
politically engaged artwork mixing classic Japanese imagery 
with Americana. Her abstract figurative sculptures and 
illuminated installations on view today, powered with outdoor 
energy efficient LED lights, are a call for the reversal of global 
warming. “Climate change is an environmental eco-catastrophe 
and not a political issue. We are all accessories and responsible 
for this environmental crime.” -Joan Takayama-Ogawa, 2017

Gailan Ngan
Hornby Island, BC, CAN
Massive Chic
Glazed ceramic

In a business like ceramics that gets compared a lot to baking, Gailan 
Ngan wants to be more like a cook. Adding a pinch here and a dash 
there, she may have loosened her grip on the recipes for her clay, but 
they are always 100% sourced from British Columbia. To run a test 
kitchen like this takes a lot of skill, but having grown up in the studio of 
her father, notorious potter Wayne Ngan, there isn’t anyone more 
qualified for the job. Hardly living in her dad’s shadow, Gailan’s 
abstract marvels exemplify the best of west coast expressionist clay 
sculpting.

Morgan Peck
Los Angeles, CA, USA
Black Sculptures #1-8
Glazed stoneware
Sculpture Lamp #1, #2
Glazed stoneware, electrical wiring, bulbs

Morgan Peck conceives her graphic and geometric sculptures 
as maquettes for large public artworks. She reduces her 
building blocks to simple shapes and then sets them adrift on 
their own islands. Teetering atop each other, these whimsical 
arrangements are full of playful, potential energy. Morgan’s 
domestic wares such as her lamps, are just as inviting, depicting 
motion with beautifully reductive and inventive forms.



  Richard Shaw
Fairfax, CA, USA
Pin Cushion Man; Still Life with Butterflies and Bowl
Glazed porcelain with overglaze decals

Richard Shaw’s sculptures are meticulously cast porcelain 
replicas of everyday objects with extraordinary results. Widely 
known for having pioneered the use of applying decals to 
ceramics, Richard is a master at trompe l’oeil. His optical 
illusions look like modern day arrangements of Baroque still life 
paintings. Unwilling to be boxed into a specific style though, he’ll 
also use commonplace goods as the building blocks to create 
mannerist figurines as in the case of “Pin Cushion Man”.

Karen Koblitz
Los Angeles, CA, USA
Chinese Chest Tableaux; Beside Table Tableaux (2); 
End Table Tableaux
Porcelain, wood, mixed media

Karen Koblitz latest series of work, “Objects of Memory”, are inspired 
by her mom. The sculptures on view today are enlarged, hand built, 
replicas of objects she grew up with that her mother collected. “My 
mother had exquisite taste and introduced me to the world of art and 
craft. She is why I am a maker of objects.” -Karen Koblitz, 2017

Don Hutchinson
White Rock, BC, CAN
Light Charger; Night & Day Being Introduced into the 
Universe
Glazed ceramic, wood

Don Hutchinson authors his own folktales with sculpts of 
characters and hand drawn symbols as stand ins for cultural 
archetypes. Although his allegories might seem familiar, it’s only 
after spending some time with his artwork that you realize his 
narratives are all his own. In “Light Charger” his vessel gathers 
light from the stars and carries it to our moon every August. This 
is our brightest moon of the year. In “Night and Day…”, the Jade 
Emperor sends a vessel carrying Night and Day across the 
universe to be delivered to their new home which is Earth.

Cindy Kolodziejski
Venice, CA, USA
Portraits of Sorts and Curiousities
Glazed ceramics, found objects, mixed media

As of late Cindy Kolodziejski’s been painting portraits of peoples’ 
nipples. If zoologist Dian Fossey can identify individual gorillas based 
on their nostrils, Cindy’s certain she can tell people apart just by 
looking at their utters. If she gets a kick out of something, she’s pretty 
sure someone else will too. As long as the reference isn’t too cliché, 
Cindy is game explore the underbelly of her subject.



Ehren Tool
Berkeley, CA, USA
Eyes Closed
Stoneware with iron oxide decals

Ehren Tool went through the Marine Recruit Depot (MCRD) in 
San Diego on his way to the 1991 Gulf War and was with the 1st 
Marine Division. Ehren’s grandfather also went through MCRD 
San Diego on his way to the Pacific in World War II. The images 
on “Eyes Closed” is from a photo of Platoon 593 taken at Marine 
Recruit Depot San Diego in 1943. Ehren has manipulate so that 
the deceased members of the unit have their eyes closed.

Patti Warashina
Seattle, WA, USA
Scrutiny
Low-fire clay, underglaze, glaze, mixed media

Patti Warashina is a cutup. Comedy is serious business though, and 
Patti’s ability to fuse her wit and technical prowess as a sculptor is no 
joke. By freely associating her subject matter, Patti pokes fun at 
herself and the surreal circumstances surrounding our everyday lives. 
Step right up to the “X” and be prepared to be scrutinized by 5 lovely 
ladies each giving you the eye, all the while you think you’re 
scrutinizing them.

Jeff Irwin
San Diego, CA, USA
Antelope with Bark Trophy; Cow Trophy; Trunk Trophy
Clay, glaze

Jeff Irwin’s sculptures are undergoing metamorphosis from trees 
to animals. He’s inspired by the shapes he sees in trees and 
doesn’t shy away from using these visions to express his real 
concerns about species loss in the animal kingdom. By bluntly 
chopping through clay and exfoliating bark to reveal his 
sculptures, he simultaneously raises awareness about 
deforestation.

Peter Shire
Los Angeles, CA, USA
The Energizer
Ceramic, stainless steel balls

Famous for his work as a part of the 1980’s Memphis Design 
Group, Peter Shire runs his innovative art studio out of Echo 
Park Pottery, a beacon for art lovers in Los Angeles. His studio 
explodes with colors and is full of inspiring objects around every 
turn. He’s set a variety of price points so that everyone can walk 
out of there with a token of Peter’s artistic affections, but 
seasoned art collectors will find no shortage of high end 
sculptures made from clay and every other media.



Maggie Boyd and Roy Caussy
Vancouver, BC, CAN
Kanaka Creek Revisited (Balboa Park)
Clay

Ceramicist Maggie Boyd and Conceptual Artist Roy Caussy dug 
clay from right here in Balboa Park, processed it, threw cups on 
the wheel, bisque fired the cups, and then invited people to 
break them on the floor after we sipped coffee from them at the 
opening of BC to BC. Once the show closes, we are going to 
sweep up the shards and put them back in the earth where the 
clay was dug.

Daria Mariscal
Santa Catarina, BC, MEX
Various Ollas
Clay

Daria Mariscal maintains the longest continuously operating pottery 
tradition in all of the Californias. Her grandmother taught her a more 
than 1000 year old technique to process clay and make pottery 
passed down through the generations. Daria hand builds her artwork 
using a paddle and anvil technique, adding clay coils to shape and 
add height to every piece. Her work is extremely light and polished 
due to time-consuming burnishing she achieves with shells and river 
stones. During the firing process, “fire clouds” explode across the 
surface, burning brilliant blue, purple and silver hues into clay already 
sparkling with gold mica. For the opening of BC to BC, we invited the 
community to make pottery with Daria. A few days later we fired their 
artwork in a burn pit in Balboa Park to celebrate California Native 
American Day. If you still see works on the table, they belong to her 
students.

Jeffry Mitchell
Seattle, WA, USA
Full Moon Jar; New Moon Jar
Glazed Terracotta; Ceramic

Jeff Mitchell builds ceramic sculptures that are highfalutin, 
countrified hybrids. He blends together the best of New World 
traditions with the practices of ancient craftsmen. His Moon Jars 
are his take on a traditional porcelain vessel first made in Korea 
during the 1700’s called Dalhangari, which translates as Moon 
Jar. They are made by throwing two similarly shaped bowls and 
then attaching them together by flipping one on top of the other.

Tony Natsoulas
Sacramento, CA, USA
Warren is Hungry; T.V. Head
Low fire glaze on slab built ceramics

Tony Natsoulas’ obsession with comics is due largely in part to 
illustrations by MAD Magazine cartoonist Basil Wolverton. Tony 
sculpts larger than life caricatures of celebrities and busts of his 
favorite characters from comic books and absurd television 
shows. While seemingly all in good fun, his nostalgic artworks 
are serious attempts to push the limits of figurative sculpture wth 
entertaining narratives, abstract textures, and bold colors. 
“Warren is Hungry” and “T.V. Head” are both MAD Magazine 
characters.


